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pursuing an anti-Asiatic policy.    The speech of the Colonial Secretary,
however, precludes us from forming any such opinion.

Moreover, after the very convincing argument advanced by the
Colonial Secretary in favour of his proposal, we fail to see why he has
not included in the exemption Indians who were granted licenses to trade
last year without any conditions, although they were not trading before
the war. He has based his powerful plea on the strength of the past acts
of the British Government. The same argument would apply, only more
forcibly, to the case of the traders we have just referred to, and on whose
behalf the British Indian Association at Johannesburg has been making
very laudable efforts. In the case of the traders who received licenses
last year, it is the act of the present Government which is now being over-
ridden if these men are to go to Locations. Mr. Chamberlain has assured
us that the note of a British officer is as good as a bank-note. Well, the
licenses granted to these traders are notes signed by British officers. We
have seen many, and we do not notice any conditions whatsoever endorsed
thereon. Why should they, then, be treated differently from any other
licenses? These are considerations which ought to have weighed with
the Government. We have said before that Government is afraid to do
justice and, seeing that the proposed amendment has raised a hue and cry
at Boksburg and Barberton, the Government probably thinks that it had
better not risk its popularity for the sake of doing an act of simple justice
and equity to the British Indians. Such are not the traditions of Govern-
ments owning the British flag, and w& would still hope that the poor tra-
ders who are under notice to remove to Locations will have their licenses
to trade outside the Locations renewed.
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72. BRITISH INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL
Events happening in the Transvaal are so stirring that they must
continue to occupy our attention for some time to come to the
exclusion of many other matters to which we should like to devote some
of our space. The debate in. the Legislative Council that took place on
the 22nd instant was most interesting and instructive. We have often
had occasion to complain of the attitude of the Transvaal Government
regarding the position of the Indians. We, therefore, hasten to offer our
thanks for the bold stand it has taken up on the motion of the Colonial
Secretary. It would have been surprising if it had done otherwise. All
the same, the position of the British Indians has, of late, become so very
uncertain that we were not sure that the Government would not again
vacillate and yield to the extreme demand of interested traders and with-
draw the motion. That it has ultimately consented to accept the amend-
ment proposed by Sir George Farrar docs not, in our opinion, detract in
any way from the attitude it has taken up in this matter. Both the